WATER MONITORING QUICK START
At Check Out
· Is everything on the checklist in the box? Don’t forget gloves!

· If you aren’t going to monitor immediately, place the cold pack in your freezer at home.

· Did you bring a digital camera? 

· Did you record the instrument numbers on the data sheet and initial the checklist?

At the Monitoring Site

· Look for your “representative flow” point from the shore. Remember it is where the current is running freely toward the middle of the creek or river. It also looks “representative” of the site. If at all possible, use the same flow point that your team used before. If the river has flooded or remodeled your site, find another site close by. Extend the swing sampler pole as far as it will go and use that as your sample point.  Do not enter the river!!  It is swift and cold this time of year!!
· Hang the air thermometer on a nearby bush.  Remove the blue cover.
· Fill the yogurt container with an inch of river water, uncap the pH and TDS meters, and place in container to condition the probes. (Meters should be off.)  Let sit for about 10 minutes.
· Agree on tasks: Who’s recording data? Who’s doing what test? Who will be on Safety Watch?

· Team Talk to decide how to fill in top section of data sheet on weather & streamside conditions.
Doing the Tests


· Take grab sample for turbidity and record the time on the data sheet. Place in plastic bag with the cold pack (things can start to grow in a warm sample and that will affect the turbidity readings). You’ll turn the sample in with your kit. Keep it cold until then.
· Fill turbidity tube and read results.  You only need to do this test once.
· Test air temperature. Record results.  This is done 3 times within 20 minutes.
· Get a new sample and test water temperature and pH. Repeat pH test for total of 3 readings. Remember to get a new sample for each reading. Record results. Turn meter off when done!

· Test TDS / conductivity. Remember to get a new sample for each reading. Repeat test for total of 3 readings. Record results. Turn pH and TDS meters off between each sampling and when done!

· No Nitrate test performed.
· Get 3 separate samples from the river (or creek) for the DO test. Pour water from first sample into small glass sample bottle slowly and allow overflow to be sure no oxygen is added as you pour. Pour water from second sample into second small glass sample bottle and water from third sample into third glass sample bottle.  Do the steps in sequence through adding the Sulfuric Acid for each sample so that all the samples are “fixed.” Make sure that precipitate has totally dissolved after adding sulfuric acid.  (The colder the water, the longer this takes). Record the time when all 3 samples are “fixed”.  Then do the titration. (Remember: You may have to refill the titrator with the titrating solution – just add whatever amount you use to 10 ppm.)  The pink tip should be kept on the titrator.  You will take a total of 3 readings (instructions inside box lid). When titration is complete, record results. Pour chemicals into waste bottles – don’t allow them to go into our river or creeks!
Taking Photos 

· We would love photos of the team performing the tasks to update our files.  Also, please take photos of any significant changes at or nearby your site.  Wildlife photos are encouraged as well.
Flip page over to continue….

Before Leaving the Monitoring Site
· Are meters off, capped and back in box?

· Are all chemical bottles capped and back in DO kit?

· Is everything on the checklist back in the box?

· Is everything filled in on data sheet (equipment #, all data, date and time)?

· Are all the team names on the data sheet?
· Who is responsible for returning the kit?

· Team Talk: how did things go? Write down any comments or suggestions to improve the process next time!
· Please remember to return the cold pack when turning in your turbidity sample. 

THANKS!!
Contact numbers

Liana
  379-2075
Terry
  966-7102
Connie   966-7155
